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WHICH PART OF THE MYSTERIE | 
of Gods Will, as it hath been wickedly under 
Poperic ſhur vp from Men, ſo it is in 
our tymes right needfull that 
the ſame be opened 
to all Chriſtizn 
Nations. 
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Rom. 13.1 - 
Let every ſoule be ſubiet, 
t9 the Higher Powers, 
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The epiſtle to the Reader. - 


Ho that conſiders the evills done unto the Sonne 
of God by Kings : Who that conſiders that moſt 
cruel perſecution (4 the Church by Kines in the 
primitive tymes, 0 this alſs for about three hun- 
dred yeares of continuance: yea ,who that conſiders - 
the Churches perſecation by Kings in theſe la 
tymes , wherein our Princes being miſs-led by the atluſions 4 g 
Romane Biſhop, haue perſecuted them who 7 Air their faith and 
ſervice of God, to be inſtruited and ordered by the word of God: 
who ( I ſay ) that conſiders theſe things , would-not expett, that 
the Lord,even our moſtbleſſed God, (hould utterly rejett them,de- 
ming them any dignity or office in his Church upon earth? But the 
Lord of Lords and King of K mg. Righteous beyond our appre- 
henſion , and mercifull End all expectation , hath contrarywiſe 
rveiled from heaven by his word, and witneſſed unto it with mi- 
raculous power , that the Kings amone the Nations of the Gen. 
tiles, are —_ by him for hs Miniſters , unto whom, as unto 
Kings allowed by God,all Chriftians muſt be ſubief. By how much 
the leſſe therefore their deſert hath been,by ſo much the more is this 
Grace of God to be magnified: By how much the leſſe their deſert of 
this grace hath been,by ſo much the more are _ bound,to attend 
diligently to the due execution of the will of God . Ts it not ſuf- 
ficient , that Kings being miſs-lead, partly by Heatheniſme before 
their converſion to Chriſtianity , | ke by Poperic after their cone 
verſion , haue heretofore bloudily perſecuted and ſlaine thoſe, who 
haue yeilded obedience to the word of God? Shatl the Saints, euen 
to this day alſo, be butchered by their power? "when the Lord s 
ſo gratious as to mainteyne the right of Kings , wilt Hot they _ 
F right 
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| ____.. Tho epiſtieto rhe Reader, 
vleht to the children of God? how long ſhall a fuſe word miſchad 
the moſt of them? how lone will they be ,beforet ey by 1he light of 
the word of God diſcerne the Lords ſheepe from others ?' Bleſſed be 
God, who hath opened tbe cyes of many of them, and moved they 
harts 10 be Proteftors of his flock. His Flock are thoſe, who, if nog 
fully, yet mot more” conforme their faith their 1;fe ana'conver- 
fation,to the reveiled will of God,as it ts preſerved im the ſacred 
ſcriptures , 4s therefore the Lord is mercifull to- Kings, ſo ought 
they in duety to Goa, by the word of God in ſcripture to. diſcerne, 
and diſcerning to protedt the people of the Loxd. Much of the 
Lords people are mi{f. lead by Teachers, who teach evilly in ſome 
things, and hardly finde we any wholly cqnformable 10 the initruc- 
7ion 07 the Lords word in Scripture ;, but yet difference i to be 
put, betweene thoſe who in the greateſt part obey the word of the 
Lord, & thoſe who in the greate#t part walk in a;ſobedience. And 
my hope is, that as by this Treatiſe I move Gods people , to- confi 
der adviſcdly the great Dignity and office of Princes, ſo Princes 
will be grations to thoſe , who mo#it neerely Beleeve and live as 
becommeth Saints, Neyther would 1 have my Reader here 11 tx« 
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ect , that I would inage who or who are lawfully Kings, but ont. Fl 
ly that theſe whe are Kinges by the permiſſion and grace of God, Ml { 
may be pnt in minde of their Dignity and Office in the Church + il © 
be alſo obeyed by thoſe of the Church , as God by his infiruttios WM { 
reveiled to the Church gives direction. This is the end ofmy WM tt 


writing this following Treatiſe : this the aime of my heart, which Ml R 
having now ſhowen in this epiſtle , I think fit to put an endo wit Wl 


fame, and toproceed to the Treatiſe it ſeife. th 
Io 
Yonrs in the Lord, by 
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A TREATISEOF SUPREMACY. 


Wherein is proved by teſtimony of ſacred Scripture, that Kings 
oo pnptadans crvill powers or States , axe by Gods Orat- 
wance to be ſupreame Governours, over all perſons, and 1s 
all cauſes , aſwell eccleſiaiticall as Crvill, within their [6+ 
wverall Dominions. 
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\s T hath been of Tong time, and in too many 
E \# Nations of Chriſtendeme fittll is, an errour of 

SC y , nO0 {mall importance to think, . That Kinges 

f © are not to judge in things perteyning to the 

E Church of God, nor to order the offices and 

wv " affaires of the Church , norto governe over 

all ecclefaſticall perſons, within their ſcverall kingdomes or 

WH Dominions. From which errours poſſeſſing the mindes, al- 
well of Princes as of private perſons , ſtrange troubl:s haue 
ariſen to-the church of God; both Princes and private per- 

» Wl ſons miſtaking their dueties;and ſo Princes not doing in the 
, church what God appoints them, others, (and cven of their 
s Wl fubjcs)haue been ſcourges unto them, by practiſing againſt 
them things farre differing. from rhe teaching of Chriſtian 
Religion. Alas how much innocent bloud haue Princes 

ſhed , whilſt guided by a falſe word of the Romane Biſhop, 

they haue negle&ed to meditate in the word of God, and to 
Indge and Governe according to its dire&ions, and fo haue 
butchered the Sainds of Godin all Nations,and on thc c0- 

trary haue exalrcd them who moſt haue troden under foote, 

the facred wordand ordinances of the living God, What 
ſhould therefore be more deare to Princes,then to know the 
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2 | | Of Supremacit., 
dignity and true office, wherein God by his Ordinance hath 
ſerthem £ Or what greater honour can be done them, then 
when ſome wicked Biſhop would deprefſle their right herein, 
God by his word declarcs his wickedneſs, and by his ſtrange 
and mervailous Acts in our times,raiſeth his Princes, (will or 
nill that Biſhop, and all his Adherents ) to theirtrue dignity 
and office in the Church? Verily weſee in theſe times, how 
God tendereth therights of Chriſtian Princes, when under 
the Reformation , as he on the one hand hath freed them fr 
the uſurpations and bondage of the Romance Biſhop, ſoon 
the other hand he hath preſerved their rights againſt all, who 
under any pretences whatſoever, haue indeayoured to de- 
prive them thereof. It is thetetore dangerous forany ,aſwel 
for Princes as for people, to doe oughts againſt the will of 
God ,as hc hath revealed the ſame by his word preſerved in 
ſcripture. True it is,that many are not ſuffered to be in- 
formed hereof, becauſe by ſuch information, rhat Biſhop 
of Romes deluſfionsgand his inſufferable abuſions would be 
diſcovered. But fitter it is, that Princes know their Right, 
and people their ductics, then that the conſciences of both 
being miſsinformed , they be led thereby into the fierce 
wrath of God, by their doing things contrary to his ſacred 
Minde . The conſideration wherof provoked me tothe 
writing of this Treatiſe,that ſoI alſo with others beforc me, 
may helpe to fatiſhe the conſciences of men, in this great 
point of Chriſtian Religion,concerning the Supremacy and 
governement of Kings in the Church upon earth. Thus ha- 
ving ſhowen you the Aime , Occaſion and End of this wri- 
ting, I will proceed to prove this pointe, by teſtimonyes of 
holy ſcripture; thatſo, as there is no ſafer diretion for men 
whatto beleeve herein,then the direQtis ofGods own word, 
ſo men may reſt ſatiſfied in Conſcience, with that which 
truely is made manitcſt theretrom , ; 
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Intheepiſtle to the Romanes, chap. 23; 
verſe 1, we thus read, 


Let every ſoule be ſubiett to the Higher Powers : for there is 
no power but of G od : and vhe powers that be are ordeyned of God. 
whoſoever _—_ reſizteth the power , reſiſteth the ordinance of 
God : and they that reſiſt ſhall recerve to themſebves indgement. For 
Princes are not to be feared for good workes but for evill,wilt thow 
then be without feare of the power 2 Doe well: fo ſhalt thou haze 
praiſe of the ſame: for he is the Miniſter of God for thy wealth, 
But i thou doe evill, feare: for he beareth not the ſword = 
wought : for he i the Miniſter of God , to take vengeance on bins 
that doth evill. Wherefore ye muſt be ſubietFot becauſe of wrath 
onely, but alſo for conſcience ſake : for for this cauſe yee pay alſs 
Tribute: for they are Gods miniſters , applying themſebues for the 
[ame thinge. 


In this portion of ſcripture given us, as a declaration of 
= will of God concerning this matter , I wiſh you to ob- 
crve; 
" 1. To whomthe Apoſtle giveth this charge con- 
cerning ſubje&ion. 
' 2. Of what kinde of powers he here ſpeaketh. 
Concerning the firſt of thefe, we ſhall doe well to obſerve, 
both the direction and alſo the cloſe of this epiſtle : for by 
them will appeare, to whom the Apoſtle gives this charge 
concerning fubietion. The direction of the epiftle , hath 
(chap. 1.verſe 7.) theſe words: To all you that be at Rome,be- 
lowed of God, called to be Sainits, &c. The Cloſe of the epi- 
file, is,chap. 16. 3. where wee finde a number faluted by 
name, of whom we may well beleeve that ſome were of the 
Clergy : and this the rather alſo, becauſe (verſe 7.)the Apo- 


file ſaith, Salute Andronicus and Innia,my coſens,and fellow priſee 
| wers 


mers whi h art notable among the CApoſites, & mere in Chriſt be« 
fore m2,tor we may well thinke, that rhcy who were nutavie 
among the Apoſtles, were of the Clergy , yeaot the chicfe 
among the Clergy, Moreover, ſcing this epiltle was written 
in atyme of good growth ot the Chriſtian Church, { tor it 
was written after Paul had been apriloner, ch.16.7.) ſhould 
we think tharthe Church ar Rome, was not at this time pro» 
vided of Clergy as other Churches then planted were? To 
conclude, ſcing the Apoſtle writerh ro the Saints at Rome, 
it argues he wrote to the Church at Rome; therefore allo 
the charge concerning ſubicRion , is given to All that were 
then in the Church at Rome. Wherefore unlefſe we will be 
diſobedient to this charge of the Apoſtles : or unleſs we wil 
preferr the now Biſhop and Clergy of Rome, to theſe who 
were notable even among the Apoſtles of the Lord, we 
ought not to exempt the now Clergy of the Church of 
Rome, fr6 yeilding ſubmiſſion to the Higher powers. Thus 
having ſhowen to whom this charge concerning ſu bjcRion 
is given, proceed we to conſider, of what kinde of powers the 
eApoſtle here ſpeaketh. 
 - Thekinde ofpower which the Apoſtle here ſpeaketh of, 
is noted and declared unto us by two things: firſt, by bearing 
theſword : ſecondly , By recciving tribute ; but in thoſe 
times Biſhops bare not the ſword, nor received Tribute,bur 
Kings and independant Civill powers onely did this, there- 
fore the powers wherof the Apoſtle here ſpeaketh, were not 
Biſhops of the Church, but-Kinges , or independant Civill 
powers, To conclude then, ſeing the Apoſtle writing to the 
Church, comands alin the ſame to be ſubje& to the High» 
er Powers: and ſcing by thoſe Higher powers he mcanes 
thoſe who bare the ſworde, and received Tribute, that is, 
the Emperour , Kine%,and other Civill powers; therefore 


the pow.1s ccclcſiaſti. all at that time at Rome,were ſubj eo 
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ted to the Emperour , and to them thatbarethe ſword and 
received Tribute, | thar is , Kinges and Soveraigne Prin» 
ces, It is therefore the manifeſt will of God, that the pow- 
ers of Chriſtian Chutches, ſhould be ſubje& ro Kinges and 
Soveraigne Civill States, as to the Higher powers by the 
Ocdinance of God : for this Rule of the Apoſtle here fer 
downe, mult be taken for a Rule unto all Chriſtian Church- 
es, and not as ſerving for the Church of Rome onely, and 
| Wl onely for chat preſent tyme . If it be obj e&-ed thar by this 
WH Rulel ſubjet the Sonne of Gad alſo to Kings and Princes, 
' WH lanſwere, feing the Lord paid tribute ,M 2th. 77. 24. and le- 
ing the Apoſtle makes the paying.of Tribute , an argument 
) 
: 


of ſubje&ion, Rowe. r 3.6. therefore there was one part of our: 
Lords Humiliation,rhat he was made;as intcriour to Angels, 
R Hb .2.7, lo (ubjetro Kinges and Princes. Thus having writ- 
4 of theſe two things , proceede we now to conſider fur- 
fnere 
1. The Supremacy of Kinges. 
2. Some particulars of their Office here mentioned 
by the Apoſtle. 

The Supremacy is noted unto us,by the Apoſtles ſtyling 
them The Higher Powers : tor they are called here Higher | 
Powers in reſpe&t of the Churches powers and miniſtrati- 
ons to which the Apoſtle wrote . I conclude therefore, that 
ſeing the Apoſtle writing to a Chriſtian Church ;comands 
ſubjeRion to ſome as to Higher powers, therefore of the 
wo powers, ( chat of the Church, I meane, and that of 
Princes, ) the power of Princes is the Higher by the Ordi- 
nance of God. And this is anſwerable to the Cuſtome of 
Scripture , which ſpeaking of the two Powers of Kings and 
Prieſts, - preferrcth that of Kings to rhat of Pricſts , ſaying, 
Rev. 5. 10, Kinges and Prieſts, not Prieſtes and Kings, Both 
ae powers of great ——_— in the matter of prefer. 

cicl2 
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6 Of Supremacy. 
ring powers to powers, miniſtrations to miniftrations, it is 
fir we follow the Teaching of God , rather then the vaine 
word of a puffed up Biſhop . Laſtly , ſeing the Apoſile 
faith : /et every (owle be ſubiect to the Higher Powers,this plain- 
ly proves the Supremacy tobe in thote powers: for ſubje. 
ion to any as to the Higher argues Supremacy in the 
Higher, though every ſubjeion proves not a Supremacie 
in him to whom an other is ſubjected, for even Kinges are 
ſubjeed to be obedicnt to Prieſtes , when yer they obey 
not them as Higherthen themſelves, Thus having written 
of the Supremacy,proceed we toſuch particulars of the Kings 
Office as arc here mentioned , 

The paiticulars here mentioned are two, firſt, That they 
are appointed for the wealth of them that doe well:lecondly,T hat 
they are to take vengeanceon him that doth evill. Now then,if 
they be Gods Miniſters to puniſh him that doth evill, how 
is any evill doer exemptcd from this Miniſters fword © and 
if none, then no Biſhop doing evill , but is ſubjcRed by 
God to be ſtruck by the ſworde of theſe Higher powers, 
as Gods Miniſters to take vengeance on him for doing evil, 
Moreover , whatis well doing: but the obſervation of Gods 
commandement or ordinance? and what 1s evill doing, but 
the violation of the ſame? therefore in almuch as this Mini- 
Rer is to puniſh evill, his puniſkment muſt ſtretch-unro cvill 
of all kindes, aſwell cuills of the Church , as cvills ot the 
Common wealth, for the Commandements or Ordinances 
of God ſtretch to both . If therefore any Teachers teach 
wholeſome dodtrine, according to the will of God revciled, 
thisis to doe well, and ſuch are to be cheriſhed and defen- 
ded by this Miniſter of the ſworde, but doe any rcach falſe 
doctrines , contrary to the teaching of Gods will revealed, 
this is to doe evill, and ſuch Teachers are tobe puniſhed by 
this Miniſter as evill doers . Againe, doe any m—_— icoll 
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Of Suprenacy. 7 
Officers doethe duetyes ordeyned by God to their offices, 
this is well doing, and ſuch Officers areto be cheriſhedand 
rewarded by this Miniſter ; but doe any negle& the proper 
dutics of their Miniſtration, giving themſelves to doe other 
things rather , and leaving them to be done by others, this is 
evill doing in ſuch Officers, and they are to be puniſhed by 
this Miniſter . Laſtly, doe any Chriſtians , (of what ſort,or 
condition ſoever ) belceve according to the inſtrution of 
Gods word; and live in their lives and converſations accor- 
dingly , this is well doing, and ſuch are to be cheriſhed and 
defended by this Miaiſter, but doe any refule to Belceve ac. 
cording to wholeſome dodtrine , or tolive in life and con» 
verſation according to Gods Commandements, this is evill 
doing , and ſuch areto be puniſhed by this Miniſter as for 
evill doers . | 

Thas having briefly ſhewed the thinges moſt evident 
in this Scripture, I proceedeto a yet further opening of 
this Scripture unto you, 

Yoa ſee here that Princes whoſe office properly it is, to 
beare the ſworde,and to receive Tribute, are declared by the 
A>oftle to be Gods Miniſters : for ſo the Apoſtle faith: He is 
the : Miniſter 1f God for thy wealth, and againe, He is the CM1- 
nilter of God, to take wengeance on him that doeth evill, Now 
Princes bearing the ſword,and receivingTribute,are Kings, 
or independant pcwers or States, whom God, ( notany Bi- 
ſhop, nor the Church, ) ordereth to this independancy or 
Soueraignety in power ; for ſo the Apoſtle would haue us 
to underſtand when he ſaith: there is no power but of God,ther- 
fare whoſoever reſiſteth the power reſiiteth the ordinance of God, 
end they that reſiſt , ſhall recerve to themſelves judgement , And 
iris the Apoſtles ſtrong argument, that becauſe Princes are 
allowed of by God as for his Miniſters, therefore of conſci- 
ence tuwards God, & not for feare of wrath onely, we _ 
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3 | Of Supremacy, 
be ſubje&t. ' Now then , ſeing God Arerer ary: wake 
the Kings among the Gentiles as for his Miniſters, what mis 
' niſtration is approved of in their hands by rhe Lord butthe 
Kingly « For God accepting of them as Kings, and not as. 
private Perſons onely, he declares himſelf hereby to approve, 
of their excrcifing upon earth the Kingly Miniſtiation: for 
he that accepts them as for Miniſters allowes in them a mini- 
ſtration , and what miniſtration allowes he in Kings but the 
kingly? Therefore it is a point of Chniſtian faith neceſſary 
to ſalvation, to beleeve of the Soueraigne Kinges and Prin. 
ces, which the Goſpel found among the Gentiles, that God 
accepted of them as for his Kings , to ſerve him in the king- 
ly Miniſtration. It was commandedto the Church under 
the Lawe, Deut. 17.14. that ifit would ſcta King over it, it 
ſhould not then take liberty to its ſelfe to ſet this or that per- 
fon over its ſclte, but ſhould waite upon God to ſet him o- 
ver it whom the Lord ſhould chuſe ; for ſo we read therein 
theſe wordes: when thou ſhalt come into the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee, and ſhalt poſſe it and dwell therein, if thou 
fay, 1 will ſet a King over me, like as alt the Nations that art as 
bout me, Then thou _ make him King over thee, whom the 
Lord thy God shall chuſe. Ttis no {mall matter therefore to 
the Church of God to yeild its ſelfc to any as for its King;for 
If it waite not upon Gods eleRion, it ſurely tranſgreſſeth grie- 
vouſly againſt God, Therefore the Chriſtian Church allo, 
as it was not ( hand over head, at its pleaſure ) to ſet Kinges 
over its (clfe, ſoit was to acknowledge and obey the Kings 
and Princes,already reigning over the Nations whereinto it 
ſtretched, as for kinges already provided for it by the order- 
ing and Ordinance of the Lord. This approving therefore 
of the kinges and Princes, which the Goſpell found reign- 
ing overthe Nations ofthe Gentiles, ſerves as Gods elc&ion 
Qt choiſe made by lim, of who the Church.ſhould = and 
 ACKNOW- 
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0f Supremacy. | » 
acknowledge, as for her kinges and Princes ſet Over her;by 
Ggds providertce. They then aroleand fell, one ſubver- 
ting another , now the army, now rhe City, now the Nas 
tions, now the Empexors,chufing who ſhould Rule oregthe 
Nations here and there, and yet for all this, Gods diſpoling 
hand was buly , ordering ſuch to Soveraignety, as he would 
haue to manage the power of the ſworde here and theres 
andthe Church was ſubjected to receive and acknowledge - 
thoſe , whom Godpermitted to atteyne to Soveraignety in 
this Nation or in that. Princes therefore may by diverſe 
Meanes attayne to Soveraignety, and the Nations may here. 
and there change from one to, another as occafion ſhall be 
iven ; but the Church asthe Church muſt not ſet over 
its ſclfa kinge or kinges,but muſt waite upon God,acknows 
ledging them that atrayne to the Soucraignety of power 
here or there . But now, Gods approving of the Kinges, 
which the Goſpell found reigning over the Nations of the 
Gentiles, as for his Miniſters, what followes, but that he 
approves in them , an exerciſing the kingly Miniſtration? 
And what can be more truely the kingly Miniſtration,then 
that which Gods Kings before time allowed by God,cexer- 
ciſed in the Church under the Lawe? for where there is no 
new deſcriptionof the Miniſtration, there the ſame Mini. 
ſtration before approved of by God in his Kinges,. ſer» 
veth for an example of the kingly Miniſtration , 
Wherefore ſcing God accepts of Kinges as Kinges for hjs 
Miniſters , it neceſſarily followes , that thoſe Kings exer- 
ciſe ſuch Miniftration , as with Gods approbation Gods 
Kinges. before tyme exerciſed , I conclude therefore, that 
the Kings or Soucraigne States or Powers among theGen» 
tiles, were now declared by Gods Apoſtle tohaue right, to 
exerciſe ſuch Miniſtration, as Gods Kinges exerciſed with 


Gods approbation under the Lawe «. And you ſee , that as 
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10 0f Suprem ty, 
underthe L1we, Kings had the Supremacy ,and were Gods 
Miniſters , for the wealth of them that 1d well, "and for the 
tſhment of evill doers, fo the Apoſtle calls the Kings and Qrin- 
ces among the Gentiles The Higher powers,and declares Qhem 
for Gods Miniſters, for the wealth of them that doe well, andgy- 
niſhment of evill doers ; the likenes thereforein theſe parti 
lars, argues Gods approving , that they ſhould be like his 
former Kings intheir Miniſtration. As therefore the church 
under the-Lawe, tooke example for her King fr6 the Kinges 
of the Gentile Nations , ſo God approving of the Kinges 
among the Gentiles, they arc to take example for their Mi- 
niſtration, from that which with Gods approbation Kinges 
did in the Church under the Lawe. This I prelſs the more, 
becauſe the Pope of Rome admits eaſely of Kings as of hang 
men, to puniſh the Clergy of the Church for cvill doing, 
when he ſhall give up ſuch Clergy to be executed or puniſh. 
ed by the ſworde;but at no hand will admit, that they ſhould 
exerciſe ſuch Miniſtration , as Gods Kinges with Gods ap- 
probation exerciſed in and over the Church under the Law. 
This is one of his deluſions, this one of his preſumptionsa- 
gainſt the ordinances of God and of Chriſt , and by this he 
worketh to the Chriſtian world, nor a little miſchiefe. But 
now, unleſs the Chriſtian Nations will make the Pope of 
Rome their Apoſtle, they ought to beleeve concerning this 
matter, according to the revelation of the will of God by the 
Apoſtle Paul neither ſhall they be guiltleſſe before God; if 
they beleeve the Popes word, the ſame being diverſe from 
the word of Gods truce Apoſtle. To conclude, ſeing God 
approves of Kinges as Kings for his Miniſters, they are boiid 
as they will anſwere it to God, to exerciſe ſuch kingly Mi- 
niſtration,as with Gods allowance his Kings before time ex- 
erciſed, for ſeing Chriſtian Religion allowes not, of all things 


done by Kings among theGentile Nations whilſt they were 
Infidells, 
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Iafidells,it muſt aceds be, that the Kings of the Gentiles arg 
ot t9doc all that w hich they as Infidels did,but ſuch things 
as. with Gods allowance has Kings betore time did, ſo faire 
forth; as Chriſtian Religion permits. This Ladd hae, be- 
cauſe of the Ig ot Sac ifices for finnes, which under 


| the lawe were ofticd by Kinges : as allo becauicthat under 
Gentiliſme, Kipges were both Kinges and Preiſts , whereas 
Gods Ordinance under the Chriſtianity,as under the Lawe, 
permits. not this. But now, having proved, that God accepts 
ot the Kings of the Gentiles as Kings for his Miniſters: & ha- 
ving ſhowcn you, that there being no new deſcriptis of that 
dignity & office, they are to take example for the ſame firs 
Gods Kings in the Church under the Law, I think fitin the 
next. place to put you in minde of two ſpeciall things: 


1+ That under the Lawe, the. worde of God was 
given to the King, | | 
2+ That it was given to himas toa Iudge, 


Fhat the worde of God was givento the King , may ap- 
pearc by the teſtuuony of our blefſed Saviour, who (19/.70. 
35+ ) ſaith: If he called thcm Gods , unto whom the word of 
God was given, &c. for,though Prieſts are compriſed under 
the Name of theſe Gods , yet Kinges are nor excludcd, 
ſeing none can deny Kings to be Princes. And here I would 
haue you to note, that this manner ſpeaking of our Lord, 
argues a kinde of truſt, asit God intruſted the keeping of his 
word unto Kings and Prieſts : for when it is ſayd that the 
word is givcn to them, it implies that God truſteth them 
with his word. Butto this ſcripture, we may add another, 
Deut.17.18. where the charge of God to the Kinge, is given 
in theſe wordes, ſaying: Andwhen he ſhall fit upon the throre of 
bis Kingdome,then ſhall he write him this Lawe,repeated na bi - 

\ 


by the Preiits of the Levites . And it ſhalbe with him, and he 
ſhall  reade therein all the dayes of his life , that be may learne to 
feare the Lord bis God, and to keepe all the words of this Lawe,and 
theſe Ordinances for to doe them. That his heart be not lifted up 
aboue his brethren, and that he turne not from the Command. 
ment, to the right harid or to the left. Here obſerve, firſt, That 
not what the Prieſt will deliver tor Lawe, but the'Lawe its 
{clfe,7his Lawe he hath right, yea and charge alſo from God 
to take: Secondly, that this Lawe is given to him as to a 
King, thereforeas to to a Miniſter, and not as to a private 
Perſon; therefore alſo it is not given him for his private di- 
reion onely, what to beleeve and doe for his owne ſalvati- 
on, but ir is given him for a direRtion of his Miniſtrart. 
on: for what is given to an Officer as an officer, is given for 
a direQion what to doe in his office. Therefore Kings haue 
acharge of Gods word alwell as Prieſts, and they are to be 
directed by it in their Miniſtration , fo that they may not 
content themſelves to ſay, I doe this and this in my Office, 
by the teaching of the Prieſts, but they muſt reade and me- 

ditate in the word its ſelfe of God, by it to be inſtructed 
what to doe . There is differerice to be put, betwecne the 
Miniſter revealing primarily the word of God , andthe Mi. 
niſter of the word already reveiled, of the firſt, the greateſt 
Kinges ate ſubjected to receive the word as they deliver it; 
but the word once ſo delivered , the King is to take it ,and 
to rcade and meditate in it, and is not bounde to take onely 
the interpretation or word of him , who is bur the Miniſter 
of the word already reveiled. Theretorcalio the King 1s in- 

terpoſed, betwcene God, and the Miniſter of the worde al- 
ready revcilcd, as having right to take the word its ſclte rc. 

veiled, and not whatſoever the Miniſter of the worde alrea- 

dy revcile, will deliver as for that word. Would God that 

Cuuitian Piinccs did duely confider,this gratious m_ 
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and'mervailous favour ot God towards them y for if they: 
duly conſidered this, it would much provoke them toreade 
them(ſelyesthe revealed wordot God, and not tolcave this 
tothe reading ot Prieſts onely, How will they anſwer it to 
God,if being Kings, as by Gods ordination, they neg- 
le& this charge given by God to his Kings * Ah the 
evils which the falſe word of an evill Prieſt hath brougktup-. 
on them, through their negleRing themlelves to read the 
wordof God in Scripturc. Burnow, as | have before pro- 
ved, that Gods accepting ot the Kings of the Gentiles, as 
kings for his Miniſters, ſerves both as for Gods gracious elc- 
Rion made of them, and allo as for-a warrant, that they 
ſhould ſerve God in the kings miniſtration, approved of by 
God in the hands of his kings under the law, ſoit may now 
WH appcare unto them, that the charge of God givento his 
kings in the Church under the Law, ſerves alſo for a_charge 
unto them. And ſeeing this charge is given to the kinge as 
kinge,irt proves, that his charge1s, that he ſceall the ordinan- 
ces of God ob(ſerved'by all: for this uſe of this charge, made 
the good kings in the Church under the law, as their ma. 
nifold ations, borh in reſtoring true Dofrine,and ordering 
the Prieſts and Levitcs to their ſeverall offices, as alſo in or- 
dering the divine ſervice, and other like, plentitully declare. 
t- What therefore God hath commanded or ordayned, whe.., 
d Wl ther for-matter of' faith neceffarie to ſalvation to be belee: 
ly I ved, or for matter of Eccleſiaſticall government, or thelike, 
er I that is the King to ſee done,as well by Prieſts as People, and 
n- I to puniſhthe negligent for euil doers, aſwel Prieſts as others. 
al- E Thus having writtenof the firſt things, proceed weto the 
[Co ſecond. | Pi ef 2 

' That Gods word is given to the King,asto a Tudge, and 
not-as to one who muſt doe after the judgement of the 
Prieſt onely, may appeare Pſal:$217 A we. thus reade : 


; He 
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He iudgeth among Gods : How long will ye _ uninfily, and at- 
cept the perſons of the wicked ? Doe right to the poore and father. 
leſſe : doe iuſtice to the poore and needie : ſave them from the 
hands of the wicked. Here you ſec,that Princes of whom our 
Lord teſtifies (as before I have ſhewen) that they are called 
Gods,are alſo ludges ; therefore the word given to them, is 
oiven to them as Iudges. And whereby then ſhould they be 
directed in their iudging, if not by the word given by God 
unto them? The Pope ot Rome would have them tore. 
ward the good, & puniſh cvill doers, after he and his Clear- 
gy hath judged them good or evill ; but they are not to bee 
dire&ed by an others judgment,ſecing God hath made them 
Iudges, and giventhem his word to direct their —_— 
As therefore their office ſtretcheth, to reforme Doctrine, tg 
order Ecclefiaſticall Officers, to ſee to their executing their 
offices according to Gods ordinance, to order the Divine I pre 
worſhip,and to cauſe people to live as Gods word comman- WW we 
deth, (for all this did the good Kings in the Church under IM uſe 
the Law) ſo they are to Iudge alſo in all theſe things, what W tra 
is ro be done, what not : what well, what evilly done. It any WW {ect 
will ſay,that now I ſow the ſeeds of grievous tribulation to W the 
Gods Church, ſceing I make Kings or Princes (whoareapt I jud 
to maintain every conceipt of theirs by the ſword) Iudges If fer. 
of Do&rine, Eccleſiaſtical offices, ordering Divine Service, K erre 
and of Manners, then I anſwer : It the Apoſtle taught this free. 
DoGrine of them, implied in his declaring that God accep- lf ces ; 
ted them for his miniſters, even whilſt as yet they were In- I con; 
fidels, & would not bediredted by the word of God, ſhould IF Som 
we deny Kings this power and office when they are Chriſti- I 2; th 
ans 2 Therfore let us in theſe dayes,as the Apoſtle in thoſe, F of 
acknowledge unto Princes their Right and Power , yea 
though they execute not their Miniſtery rightly, butperſe- 
cute rather the Saints and Church of God: for it P_ 
25 
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meth Chriſtians to acknowledge their right, yea when they 
doenot according toright,butare rather enemies as yet,and 
perſecuters. Let us feare even then to'doe evill, becauſe if 
cvcn then they puniſh us forevill;their puniſhment is Gods, 
—_ they are the Miniſters of G6d. Bat'if wee ſuffer for 
well doing (they being negligent to read the word, or to 
judge us by it) let us take to us the comfort of the Apoſtle 
Peter, where 1, Pet2-20. he ſayth, 1f when ye doe well, ye ſuffer 
wrong,and take is patiently,this'is acceptable to God, This giaci- 
ous conſolation againſt the afflitions layd vpon us, by miſ- 
guided,or miſ-judging Princes, ſhould bee ourretuge, as it 
was the retuge of Gods Saints in thoſe times of the Apo- 
ſtles. Yet here think fit to put menin minde, thatwherein 
Gods word preſerved doth not ſpeak for us, there, we who 
ſuffer,beare our owne burthen and hurt : for wee ought to 
preferre the judgementof Gods Iudges before ours,though 
wepreferrejuſtly Gods word it ſelfe ro their erring in the 
uſe madegt ir. For Gods word which is plaine, or indeed 
truely colle&ed, let us ſuffer, if our Kings, erring, will per. 
lecute us for our faith , and ordering of things according 
thereto; bur let us not ſuffer for maintenance of our owne 
judgment onely, oppoſed to the iudgement of Gods Mini- 
ſer. Trueit is, that Kings and Princes may, and in fact have 
erred and this alſo inthings wherein they think themſelves 
free, to doe with their owne what they will ; therfore Prin. 
ces may doe well in ſuch things, to admit of wholeſome 
counſell, rather then to goe on in doing cvill through errcr., 
Some Princes thinking themſelves free, to Honour Prieſts 
as they will, have in way of honourtothem, leftall judging 
C, © of Doftrines of faith, and all ordering of Ecclefiaſticall mat- 
4 F ters to them onely, not daring to bee themſelves Tudges in 
& I theſe things; but ſuch honouring'is noracceptable to God, 


N- Y ſeeing themſelves negle the offic of Tudging, which God 
C 2 hath 
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hath introſted to them as well as to Prieſts. + Others have in 
way of Honour freed the Cleargie from being ſubieR tobe 
judged and puniſhed, by themlelues, upleſſe by the Pope, or 
other.chicfe-among the; Gleargie, they'bee givenup to the 
ſecular power, but this kind ot honouring allo is. evill, inaf- 
muchas Princes exerciſe-not that power and authoritie to 
judge and puniſh-the, Cleargie for evill doing,as Gods Kings 
in the Church underthe Law did. Others againe;by way of 


honour to Pricits, have imployed/themo in civil Courts, 


of Iuſtice, as that they have not, yea have not been able 
thenceforth to-pertorme the true duties of the Biſhops of. 
fice; bur have left, the ſame. to, the performance of others 
{ubſtiruted anderthem; but this kinde of honouring allo is 
evill, inaſmuch as Gods Miniſters of his word,who ſhould 
be diligent Preachers of the ſame, content themſelves to bu- 
ſie themſelves in civill judgements, and to preach the word 
once in a Lent time onely, or upon ſome folemne time one- 
ly. Others againe, as for agreaterhonour'to Biſhops, have 
madethem Miniſters of the Sword; but God having appoin- 
ted Kings ſor the miniſtration-of the Sword,the other Mini- 
ſters muſt not be miniſtersthereof : for God. having put a 
difference between Ordinance and Ordinance, Office and 
Office, Power and power, appointing one to one Miniſter, 
theother to another Miniſter, what is-it buta confuſion,and 
an inverſion of the ordinanceof God, to make one Minifter 
Miniſter of both 2 It hath been- an evill colleQtion made by 
ſome, that what Gods Prieſts under the Law did, that the 
Miniſters of the Goſpell may doe, even as Kings under the 
Goſpell may doe what Gods Kings under the Law did + for 
the Ordinance of God. concerning the Miniſters under. the 
goſpell, permits us not to make ſuch colle&ion concerning 
Prieſtsandtheir imployment and actions.. In all theſe things 
Princes have erred, and eafily may againeerre,to the great 

| hurt 
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hurt of the Church of God, and inyerſion of his holy Or- 
dinances; therfore if they ſuffer wholſome advice & counſel 
in ſuch things,they ſhall the better pleaſe God by a true mi- 
niſtration of their office. Surely whatſoever Princes doe to 
Biſhops or Priefts, which neceſſarily occafionstheir not do- 
ing the proper Duties of their Epiſcopall or Pricſtly Mini. 
ftration,or which occaſions their over {cldome or negligent 
doing the ſame, that isill done by Princes, and God will vi- 
ſit them, both for drawing his Miniſters of the' word, from 
performing their proper duties of ſuch Miniſtration, and al- 
fo for ſuffering unpuniſhed any ſuch omiſſion, or negle& of 
theſe duties. Theſe things I thought good here to touch ar, 
hecauſe itmight occaſion our Princes, to hold Gods Prieſts 
to the duties proper to their Miniſtration, and'to puniſh in 
them any omiſſion, or over negligent performance of the 
ſame. But now to conclude thi poynt, Princes are notbare- 
ly as. exccutioners,to reward the good, and puniſh evilldo- 
ers,but they are c6titutedalſo Iudges by the Lord,thatthey 
alſo may iudge in all things, to which the word alrcady re- 
vealed from God,ſtretcheth. Andverily, even the Miniſters 
ofthe word alrcady revealed,arc,preachingthe fame tothem, 
to preach as to Gods Tudges of dodtrine preached, Not that 
they are all alike capable of indgement in ſuch things, but, 
thatthis is the righrof their cfhce, which allo for conſcience 
towards God, muſt be had in Reverence. 

Thus have T proved, that Kings under the GoſpelI, are to 
exerciſe ſuch Dignitic and Miniſtration, as, with Gods blef- 
fed approbation, we find in Scripture, that Gods Kings ex- 
erciſed under the Law.As therfore under the Law,the King 
was over the Churchin the Nation of the Tewes,as cI7ofes 
ſayd, If thou ſay Iwil ſet a King over mee, &rc. (which manner 
Supremacie, the Kings under the Law did in fa exercile 
and hold) : And as under the Law the Kinges did not 

C'3 onely 
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ohely reward the pood, and' puniſh the 'evill, but did 
alſs Iudge of good and evill by the direRtion of the word 
given him, reſtoring pure. Doctrine, and ſetting the Prieſts 
and Levits to thcir due offices, and ordering the Divine Ser- 
vice; ſo are the Kings under the Goſpell likewiſe to doe,be. 
ing over the Church intheir feverall Dominions, and iudg- 
ing of what is good andevill by the word of Godin Scrip- 
ture,and reſtoring Religion,ſetting the Cleargy to their due 
offices, and ordering the Divine Service in the Church, 
Wherin, though they are not to negle&,not the advice one- 
ly,but authority alſo of the Biſhops and Pricſts,yet they are 
not to take for their direRtion, whatſoever they ſhall adviſe 
and preſſe, but they ought themſelves to read and medirate 
in the word of God, and to judge by it, of that adviſed and 
urged by the Biſhops. Thele things concerning the Su- 
premacy and Government of Kings,I have here preſſed up- 
on the obſervation of Princes, partly to ſtirre them up to 
mind their owne Authority in the Church, partly to inſtru 
all Chriſtian Subics, what to belceve concerning «their 
dutie toward Princes; but now having this. done, I 
think it fit to anſwer in the next place, one or two obiei- 
ons, which either are, or may peradventure be made,againſt 
this which formerly I have written. 


The firit Obieftion. 


" A Gainſt the Supremacy of Kings, and their judging in 
Avi cauſcs,and governing ouer all perſons within their 
ſeverall Dominions, it commonly heretofore hath been,and 
to this day is alleadged. That our Lord committed unto 
Peter, to be continued in his Succeſlors, the Supreame vicae 
riate power of governing the Church for ever. This opini- 
on _they fartific partly by Scripture, partly by _ 

paitly 
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partly by the ſayings of Doors of great authoritie in the 
Church. The Scriptures which they commonly make ule 
of, are, firſt, 974th.16. 78, where the Lord ſayd thus unto 
Peter,I ſay unto theethat thou art Peter,and upon this Rock will 1 
build my Church : andthe gates of hell ſhall not overcome it, Se- 
condly, Toh 271. 15. where againe the Lord ſayd thus unto 
the ſame Apoſtle : Simon the ſonne of Iona, loveit thou mee ? 
He ſayd unto Him, Tea Lord, T hou knoweſt that I love Thee, Hee 


ſayd unto him, Feed my Lambs. He ſayd unto him againe the ſt- 


cond time, Simon the gore of Tona, loveſt thou me: he ſayd unto 
Him, Tea Lord,thou noweſt that I loue thee. He ſayd unto him, 
Feed my Sheepe. Hee ſayd unto him the third time, Simon the 
ſonne of 1ona, loveit thou me? Peter wasſorit becauſe he ſayd un- 
to him the third time,loveſt thou me? and heſayd unto him, Lord, 
thouknoweſt all things, thou knoweit that 1 love thee. 1iſus ſayd 
unto him, Feed my Sheep. From both theſe Scriptures they 
colle&,thatthe Apoſtle Peter ſhould feedall the Lords ſheep 
for ever, both with Doctrine and Government, therefore 
all the Lords (ſheep, muſt receive from this Apoſtle their 
Dodrineand Powers, or Offices, that ſo they may be built 
upon the Rock of this Apoſtles approbation or allowance. 
And becaule the Apoſtle was to doe this for ever, therefore 


after his death this muſt bee done by his Succeſſors, the 


Popes of Rome. Hence it is that they ſeeke the Popes ap- 
probationofall Doctrines, and receive their Epiſcopall au- 
thoririe from him,yea Kings alſo receive kingdomes of him. 
But now I will in the next place diſcover the fallacy of this 
collection, ſhewing that theſe Scriptures are notſo to be un- 
derſtood,neither do intend any ſuch matter. AndI think fit 
to write firſt of the latter Scripture, becauſe the*falſe uſe 
made thereof being diſcovered, it will the more cafily ap- 
peare, that they make a falſe uſe of the firſt Scripture allo. 


If from the Lords words inſaying to Peter, Feed my fo 
ee 
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feed my ſhtep, it be colleRed, that Petey muſt feedall Chriſts 
ſheep,and this alſo borh with Docrine.and Government, 
then it followes, that the reſt ot the Apoltles, as well as any 
other, muſt be thus fed by Peter, ſeeing they alloare a part 
of the Lords ſheep; bur ſeeing teeding is taken in matter of 
Dotrine, for the receiving of doctrine from him, or groun- 
ded apon theauthoritie of his approbation: and ſeeing fee- 
ding in matter of Government, is taken for a bearing rule 
over all Chriſts ſheep, and that all Powers or Ofhces Eccle- 
fiaſticall and civill,are to be derived from him, or grounded 
upon the authoritie of his approbation ; therefore I am to 
prove by teſtimonies of holy Scripture,thatwe are not thus 
to underſtand the Lord in this [peech of his. For matrer of 
Dottinc.it is welt knowen, thatthe reſt of the Apoſtles re. 
ceived not their Doctrine from Peter, but from the Lord 
Chriſt , even as Petey himſeltc did; neither were they to 
ground or build that upon the authoritie of Peters. approba- 
tion, which they received immediatly from the Loyd, ther. 
foreI conclude,thar the reſt ofthe Apoſtles were'not fed b 

Peter in matter of Doctrine. Moreover, the Apoſtle Paw, 
Galat, 1. r1.tcſtifies, ſaying : 1 certifie you brethren, that the 
Goſpell which was preached of me, was not after man, for neither 
recerved I it of man,neither was Itaucht it, but by the revclati- 
on of Teſus Chrizt, By this tcſtimonie it is plaine, thatthe 
Apoſtle Peter fed notthe Apoſtle Paul with Doftrine, butra- 
ther the Apoſtle Pal purpoſcly provides, that none ſhould 
conceive him to have received - his Dodtrine : of Man, 
or by Man. And as for building upon the Apoſtle Peters al. 
lowance or approbation of his Doctrine, it were 'verily ab- 
ſurd,that the Apoſtle Pawtfhould build or ground himſclte 
for his Doctrine,upon yeters allowance thereof,or the autho. 
ritic of {uch allowance, when hereceived his'/Dodtrine-trom 
the Lord himlſelte : for it were truclyabſurd to ſeeke! an A» 
poltles 
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poſtles allowance, and to build upon theauthoritie.of ſuch 


allowance , for that received immediately from the Lord of 
the Apoſtles. -So likewiſe the Churches who received'the 
do@rine of the Apoſtle Paule, inaſmuch as they beleeved' 
that he received itnor of Peter, but of Chriſt , how ſought 
they eyther®, of how builtthey, upon the authority of the 
Apoſtle Peters approbation & - There was indeed an appto- 
bation, Gz4.-2. 7. but nota building upon ſuch approbation, 
feing the Apoſtle had a higher warranr and authority for his 
doQrine'. Laſtly, ſeeing it is very apparant, Harkz. 14. 
that our Lord him(elt choſc the Apoſtles, and authoriſed thE 
to the Apoſtolicall Miniſtrations: 8& feeing the Apoſtle Paul,” 
Gal. 1.1. ſayth: Paul an Apoitle, not of Men , neyther by Man, 
but by Ieſus Chrift , theretore who received nor their Mini. 
ſtration from Peter , how ſhould they receive from him the 
Db&rine wherof they were Apoftolicall Miniſters £ I con» 
clude therefore, that all the Apoſtles were not fed with do. 
Qrine by Peter,8& conſequently that Apoſtle was not to feed 
allthe Lords ſheepe with matter of doctrine. And as for 
feedinig them- with Government, by exerciſing a ſupreame 
Rule over them, this alſo appeares to be a falle colleQis, fro 
this Scripture, inaſmuch as we finde thatour Lord expreſs- 

ly forbadd irnto his Apoſtles, any one of them to rule over 
the reſt. For, «Mark ro, 42. our Lord fayd thus untothe A- 

poſtles: ye know that they which delight to beare rule among the 
Gentiles , have Domination ouer them , and they that be great a- 
among them , exerciſe authority over them, But it. ſhall ot be ſo 4+ 
mong you . By which ſcripture appeareth manifeſtly , that 
low eyer:every one of the Apoſtles, was togoverne and ex- 

erciſe authority over others, yet none of them was to g0- 

vernie or exerciſe Authoritie over the reſt of the company of 
the Apoſtles . It muſt ncedes therefore be a falſe , and very 

pernicious interpretation or collection, to aftirme , that the 
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Apoſtle Peter was made Governour, to exerciſe authority 
oyer all Chriſts ſheepe, for then he was to governe and exer. 
cilc rpeante-/ over the reſt of the Apoſites, which thing the 
Lord exprelsly forbadd. Now, jt the generality hold not in 
the Apoſtles, how can it hold in all Chriſts ſheepe for ever? 
It Peter exercifed.not ſuch univerſall goyernm@nt \and au- 
thority overall Chriſts Sheepe , why under the pretence of 
this ſpeech of the Lords,ſhould he goyern and.cxerciſe au- 
thority over all Kings: And indeed, .if a man having alrea- 
dy diverſe Sheepherds,ſfay to one of them, feede my Sheep, 
ſhould that once Shepherd gather hereups, that now he hath 
the charge of All his Maſters ſheepes Why ſhould henotra- 
ther underſtand this,of ſome portion of ſheepe onely,which 
his Maſter would ſurely allot out to his particular charge? 
for hemight well thiak with himſelt,that where many ſhep 
herds are already appointed, there all the ſheepe ſhall not he 
committed to one onely. Verily, that Apoſtles excellencie, 
evenamong the very Apoſtles themſelves, was ſuch , & ſuch 
will be acknowledged by all good Chriſtians for ever, that it 
needs not to be helped with anſound, and falſe interpretati- 
ons of,and colleions from holy ſcripture: Thus having dif- 
covered the falſe uſc made of the latter of the two ſcriptures, 
proceede we to the firſt ſcripture. As for the firſt ſcripture, 
from whence ſome would colle&, thatall- docrine muſt be 
received from Peter, and all power or offices,or at leaſt wiſe 
muſt be authoriſed by the authority of his allowance or ap- 
probation,that ſo they may be built upon the Rock, which 
Chriſt hathgiven to be a Rock whereon he will build his 
Church,this colleis appeares to be a falſe uſe of. this ſcrip- 
turc, inaſmuch as the reſt of the Apoſtles received not their 
doctrine, nor Power of Apoſtleſhip from the Apoſtle Peter, 
bat from Chriſt himſclfe, but what they received from the 
Lord himſelf, it were abſurd to ſeeke to build it upon. the 
| Authority 
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Authority of Peters allowance or approbation. The Apo- 
ſtle Paul ( as I haue before noted) ſpeaking of tRepower af 
his Apoſtleſhip, ſaith, Paul au Apoſtle, not of men, neyther by 
my , but by Ieſws Chriſt, why ſayd he this, but to teach us, 
that we ought not to beleeve, that he wasſuch by vertue of 
theallowance or approbation of any man whatſoever . And 


whilſt the Apoſtolicall power was neither received from Pe- 


ter, nor built nor grounded upon the Authority of his per- 
miſſion,approbatian or allowance, why ſhould this be requi- 
red of Kings and Princes 2 Theſe ſcriptures therefore whar 
ever they intend, yet this which Papiſts colle&t, may not be 
B:leeved to be the thing which they intend, for. youſee, that 
that which is colleRed from them by Papilts, is direly c6-+ 
trary to a moſt plaine commandement of our Lord to his 
Apoſtles; and to the teſtimony of the Apoſtle Paul. Thus 
having by teſtimony of ſeverall ſcriptures, confuted theſe 
colleios made by ſome from theſe {criptures, I think ir ſuf- 
ficient to oppoſe, both againſt tradition, and alſo againſt 
the greateſt Fathers or Biſhops, this teſtimony of holy {crip- 
ture, by which-is proved, that the reſt of the Apoſtles were 
not fed by the Apoſtle Peter in-matter of doctrine, and that 
he was not to exerciſe authority or rule over them. 

Burt if the ſcripture thus witneſs , that the Apoſtle Peter 
himſelf might not lawfully claime, this ſupreme governmt 
or rule over the reſt of the Apoſtles , nor conſequently 0- 
ver all Chriſts Sheep, how much lcfle lawfully then may his 
Succeſſor claime this? For, as no Apoſtle could make an 0- 
ther man an Apoſtle, ſono ſucceſſor could be made an Apo- 
tle by the Apoſtle Peter ; and'nort being ſo much as an A- 
poſtle, how ſhould he claime the chietfeſt ſingularity ofthe 
Apoſtle Peter 2 And that no Apoſtle could make an Apo- 
ſtle, I gather from the Apoſtle Paul, who ( Gat.r.r. ) faith: 
Panl an Apoſtle , not of Men, neyther by Man, but by leſus 
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Chriſt, . for this argues , that an Apoſtle, ſhould not be of 
Men, neyther by Man, but by Ieſus Chriſt. I conclude 
therefrom , that no Succeſſor could be in all things like the 
Apoſtle to whom he ſucceedeth ,and much leſs then in thoſe 
things by which ( it by any thing ) the Apoſtle Peter was 
preferred unto the reſt ofthe Apoſtles, It the ſucceſſor have 
conferred upon him, all the guitrs and prerogatives of an A- 
poſtle, whart is he then but an Apoſtle « Bur ſuch gifts and 
prerogatives as by which Apoſtles, were Apoſtles,could not 
be giuen by men , but by Chriſt onely ; therefore the Apo- 
ſtle Peter neyther might nor could conferre upon his Suc- 
cciſor all the power, office,prerogatives or dignitie, which 
himſclfas anApoſtle had received of the Lord Chriſt. More. 
over,ſecing the Lords Apoſtles were the Lords governours, - 
ſet over the reſt of the eccleſiaſticall Governours ot the 
Church , how unfit were it to conceive,that the Succeſſour 
onely of an Apoſtle,ſhould be Governour over any Apoſtle? 
But ſome are of opinion, that the Apoſtle Iohn remained 
lone aftcr the death of rhe Apoſtle Peter; if therfore the ſucs 
ceſlor of Peter, haue a Vicariate power to governe and rule 
over all Chriſts Sheepe, then muſt he be this to the Apoſtle 
Iohn, but what manner unſufferable ambition this ſavours 
of, I leave to the judgement of all men. Let us therefore ra. 
ther beleeve that if the Apoſtle Peter, appointed his ſuccel- 
ſour, then yet he conferred not upon bim, neyther all the MW « 
guifts by which himſelf was an Apoſtle, nor all the power MW +1 
Miniſteriall, nor dignity,which as being an Apoſtle, andone K 
of the chiefe among the Apoſtles, he held and 1njoyed inthe MW þ 
Church of Chriſt, but onely , ( as Paul upon Timothie and MW tc 
Titus ) he conferred a portion of power and charge, ſuch as W 
a Succeſlour might be capable of. To conclude, ſecing no  T 
Apoſtle could conferr upon an other man, all the guifts,offi- 
ces, and dignity, which himſelfinjoyedas an Apoſtile,there- 
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fore the ſucceſſor muſt be a Miniſter of a farrinferiour rank, 


* dignity , and charge of Government in the Church, then 


was the Apoſtle Peter himſclfe. Now then, wby ſhould 
not ſucha Miniſter, though he be ſucceſſour tothat Apoltle, 
fubjeR himſelf to the ſupreame goverment of Gods Kinges, 
ſo witneſſed unto by holy ſcripture as before T have ſhowen? 
Thos having anſwered this objection, ler us proceed to an 0- 
tacr. 


The ſecond oObiefion. 


Ome peradventure may obie@ , ſaying: The Kingdome 

of heaven comming in among the Gentiles by Apoſtles 
and Biſhops , it were a ſubiccting the Kingdome of Heaven 
to the-powers ofthis world, if we maintayn not the ſupreme 
Government to remaine in Biſhops, and ſpecially in the A- 
poltlePeters ſucceſſour. If any ſhould thus obje&,then I an. 
{wer : the kingdome of heaven-comprehendingall power, (as 
the Lord layd, Math.28.18. All power is given me in heaven, 
and in earth ) the power Apoſtolicall and Epiſcopall , muſt 
not be taken tor the Kingdome of heaven, as if the kingdom 
of heaven had in it none other powers then it. But you ſce 
that I hauc ſhowen before, that thereare the powers of Kings 
in thecarth, which it pleaſed God to allow and confirm, ac- 
cepting gratiouſly alſo of them as for his Miniſters, Now, 
though in God the fountaine of power , all poweris alike as 
water in a fountaine, yet in diſtributing of that Power into 
Miniſteriall Streames , the Lord may ordeyne which parte 
to which ſhalbe ſubordinate, therefore ſecing afore I haue 
ſhowen,that theApoſtlePaul calls the Miniſters ofthe {word 
The Higher Powers : and ſeeing hauec before proved, that 
theſe powers are allowed by God as tor his Miniſters, and 
conſequently are to exerciſe ſuch dignity and cfhice in the 
D 3 Church, 
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Church , ts G3ds Kings exerciſed in the Church under the 
Lawe : AnJ4laſtly, fecing all the fcriprure ſhewes, that thoſe 
Kings wercover all the Church , exerciſing a fupreame go. 
vernment over all ecclefiaſticall perfdns; therefore (I ſay it 
is no ſubjeQing of the kingdome of heaven to the powers of 
this world, to ſubjc& the Biſhops of the Church, to Gods 
Kings and Soveraigne States. Biſhops areMiniſters of the 
kingdome of heaven, bur they are not all the Miniſters ther. 
of, for Kinges alfo are declared by the Goſpellto be Mini. 
ſters of the ſame, ſeeing God hath declared himlſelt to accept 
of them as for his Miniſters; therefore, to ſubie one kinde 
of officer ofa kingdome to an other officer , is not to ſubie& 
the kingdometo an other kingdome . Biſhops preach the 
word to theſe to ſubdue them to Chriſt; but being ſubdued 
by the word miniſcred, Biſhops may not ſay, The kingdomes 
of this world are ours , and we will diſpoſe of them, but they muſt 
ſay, as Rev. 11.15. The kinedomes of this world are ony Lordes 
and his Chriits,and he ſhall rejgne for evermore . True it is that 
even the greateſt Kinges are comprehended in that coman- 
dement , Heb.rz. r7. where it is ſayd: Obey them that haxe the 
Overſight of you , and ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch for your 
ſoules, as they that muit grve accompts, that they may ave it with 
7oy, not with griefe: for that is unprofitable for you. Therefore 
cven the greateſt Princes are ſubieted by Chriſtian religis 
unto ſpirituall Paſtors, in the things: wherof they are Mini- 
ſrers; bur this may be, without Biſhops having the Supreme 
government. For, as a Lord of greateſt authority in a king- 
dome, muſt obey to every the meancſt Conſtable of a king- 
dome, within his precin& of charge, & in that wherein ſuch 
C6(rable is induced with power & authority trom the King, 
when yet this makes not ſuch Lord to loſe his ſuperiority, 
which in the kingdome he hath over ſuch Conſtable; ſos it 
between a King and a Biſhop, God hathdeclarcd the __ 
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of the Gentiles for his Miniſters, therefore as KinPes were 
to Pricſtes under the Lawe, ſo muſt they be to Biſhops un- 
der the Goſpell: andonthe corary, as Prieſis were to Kings 
under the Lawe, ſo.may Biſhops be to Kings under the Goſ- 
pell . The King under the Lawe left the Pricftly power 
and miniſtration to the Prieſt, & was obedient in all things, 
when yet;.he ceaſed not hereby to be governour over the 
Prieſts, even ſo are Kinges to doe under rhe Goſpell. The 
King that muſt ſubmit himſelf, ro heaxe the Goſpell preach- 
ed by the Biſhop, to receive of his hand Gods Sacraments, 
to ule him as Gods Prieſt to pray, for him , and other like, 
yet: ſuch; a Miniſter far- God over ſuch Pricſt , as that 
{uch Prieft preaching falſe doctrine, or miniftring the facra. 
ments otherwiſe then according to Gods inſtitution, or do- 
ing any thing otherwiſe then as Gods word in ſcripture pre- 
{cribes, in ſtead of obeying ſuch Prieft, he is over him to 
take;vengeance on him in Gods fread as for an evill doer.So 
likewiſe the King that doing evill, is ſubiccted to the Prieſts 
proceeding againit evill doers, whether it be to diſcipline 
of humiliation; or ſhaming, to ſequeſtration, or excom- 
munication, is yet ſuch a Miniſter for God over the Prieſt, 
that the Prieſt doing this upon uniuſt cauſe, or preſſing un- 
juſt ends or effects of ſuch diſcipline, the King in ſtead of 
obeying, muſt puniſh fuch Prieſt as for an evill doer,, The 
Pope.is one of theſe wicked Pricſts, for even for obedience 
to. the true word of God, and for ordering things according 
to its direRion , he ufeth the {word of the Church againſt 
men, yea againft Kings: and not onely (o , but having cx- 
communicated any, he teacheth , that fubicRs ſhould not 
acknowledge norobey their excommunicate Kings, childiE 
' their excommunicate Parents , nor wives their excommunt- 
cate husbands, and the like; but with what peace of conſci- 
ence ſhall a- man break-Gods word, to doe according to _ 
word 


28  >Of Suprematy. | 
word ofthe Popes* Excommunicarion indeed changeth 
condition in the Excommunicate ,-butnot in this mealure, 
nor to this effect, - for then we muſt hot doe as the {criprure 
commands, in obeying the King ,' Honouring' our parents, 
and ycelding one to another due benevolence. And truly of 
allthe wicked Prieſts that ever were in the Church, the Pope 
af Rome is the wickedeſt, changing Gods Ordinance,-and 
the effects of Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline ſo, that itis a wonder 
that he is ſuffred ; ſure I am, Gods Kings ſhall anſwer for it 
to God, it they as Gods Miniſters take not vengeance for 
God upon him for this. Thus having anſwered this Ob. 
jection alſo, T will now conclude this Treatiſe with an exhor- 
ration to ſubjects. 


An Exhortation to Subieits. 


CEcing God reveiling his will by his Apoſtle,declares him- 
ſelf to accept gratiouſly of the Kings and Princes already 
among the Gentiles , as Kings and Princes already provided 
forthe Church among the Gentiles, and confirmed as or- 
deined by him: And ſeeing Kings, being ſo aceeptedof &% 
. confirmed, are to take example for their regall dignity and 
Government, fro the approved of dignity and government, 
af Gods Kings in the Church under the Lawe; therefore it 
behoverh all men to yeild them due ſubjeRion, obeying the 
willingly as Gods Miniſters, in all things wherein wee finde 
Gods Kings under the Lawe obeyed with the Lords appro- 
bation. As under the Lawe therefore, Kings were over 
the Prieſts, exerciſing Authority'over them , both in ſetting 
them to their due Offices if they negleed them: and alſo in 
puniſhing them for evill doing ,1. Chron.2. 26. ſo it Kings 
in the Chriſtian Church doe likewiſe, Chriſtia'people ought 
to acknowledge; that'the'King is by "Gods ordinance thus 
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tw doe. Againe, if Chriſtian Kings rake care of doQrine alſo, 
ſeeing to it-that Biſhops and Teachers'teach according to 
Gods word:orit they order the divine ſervice , according to 
the wil of God reveiled in hisword:andin a word,ifthey ſee 
the-Ordinance of God obſerved , aſwell in ecclefiaſticall as 
civil affaires, puniſhing alſo afwell-the'Cleargy as others of- 
teding,we ought to acknowledge, that the King is by Gods 
ordinance ſuch a Miniſter, as hath right to uſe this Miniſtra- 
tion-in the Church of God within his owne dominions. Let 
not:men being led away of that Romiſh delufion, by which 
Kings are debarred from exercifingin the Church, the dig- 
_ & Office of Gods Kings inthe Church under the Law, 
diſobey their Princes in their uſing their authority in theſe 
things, ſcing in all theſe things the Scriptures witneſs, that 
Gads Kings under the Law exerciſed their authority ; but 
rather let men with comfort of conſcience,acknowledge this 
Supreamedignity and office in Kings , that ſo they bc not 
found reliſters of the Ordinance of God. If any fay, ſhould 
we not makeconfcience of 'things-asour Teachers teach us? 
then I anſwer : Thar if'you Dy evill Teachers be led to doe 
evill,-in:diſobeying the Jawfull things done by your Kings, 
it willnot ſerve for defence of the evill ro ſay, your Teach- 
ers taughtiyourfo; tor; bywhat meanes ſoever you doe evil, 
the-King:is:Gods Minifterto puniſh you for evill doing. You 
muſt beware therefore .of falſe Teachers , that you be 
noticad/by them as'their Diſciples into errour, CA@.20.30: 
Andyou haue a chargeigiuen you by the Apoſtle, 2'Theſ.2. 
15; that you bent moved by any from that which in Scripture ts 
rectived from the ny . Remember how the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter, 4 Pet 4.75, exaorts you, ſaying : Let none of you ſuffer as 
an evill deer. But ,are-younot evill doers, if you deny your 
Kings ſuch Dignity and Office , as God by his word hath 
conferged:uponthem?:If therefore your King ſee'to theRe- 
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forming of Religion-zaccording to the inſtruQion-of Gods 

word: and ſeethe word to be purely;preached and the facra- 

ments rightly adminiſtred unto you, are not you evill doers, 

and reſiſters of Gods Ordinance-, it you will not come to 

the word ſo adminiſtred, nor partake of th&Sacramets right- 

ly ordered? What would you thinke:of thoſe in Iudah and 

Iſraell, who when Hezekiah or Ioftab,or Tehoſhaphar, reſto- 

red pure religion, by the inſtruction of the Lawe preſerved 

in ſcripture : or tooke away offenſive things: or ordered the 
Preiſts and Levites to their due miniſtrati6,or thelike, would 
not then be obedient in ſuch Reformation? were they note. 
vill doers think you £ were they not worthy to be puniſhed 
by the King tor evill doers? As you therefore would not fall 
into the like crror , and danger, fo ought you to obey unto 
the Reformation of doctrine and of the Church, confirmed 
by Gods Miniſter the King, ſo long as by the word of God, 
you cannot prove any thing taught, or done, to be againſt 
the reveiled will of God. Think not to plead your conſci- 
ence, ſceing that your conſcience ought to atUmitof Infor- 
mation; and there hath now long rime of information paſ- 
ſed, wherein you ought to haue beene inſtructed by the 
Truth. Neither thinke, that the ſword muſt of duty ſtay, till 
the worde haae prevailed to convect you: fortheMiniſter of 
the ſword muſt puniſh you for evill/doing, and is not bound 
(fave in ſhewing metcy for a tyme) to ſtay his hand, till you 
obey the word , and convert from your errour. One Mini- 
ſter cannot warrant you againſt an other, the Prieſt againſt 
. the King, nor the King againſt the Prieſt, becauſe God hath 
ſubic&ed you to obey unto both of theſe;therefore nothing 
but the true word of God its ſelfe, will ſerve to be alleaged 
for your diſobeying of eyther. If therefore you neglect your 
ſelfe toreade, or heare read untoyou the worde of God in 
{cripture,by which Meancsalſo you might come to know it: 
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Or, if you, when your Biſhop or Prieſt, declares plainely the 


word of God out of the Scripture unto you; you then will 
follow an other Prieſt, who ſhewes you not plainly the word 
of God for thar which hee teacheth you, ſo fellowing his 
word, be it right or wrong, not caring to know the- worde 
of God, then goc-you a-wrong courſe, and as neglecters 
of the word of God, are ready for that judgement, 2 The. 
2.10,0f being giuen up toa ſtrong deluſion that you ſhould beleeve 
lies, And truly, a very ſtrong deluſion hath the Popes pre- 
tended Supreame Vicarſhip been , leading thouſands into 
errour , and producing in ſome very pernicious effects. But 
now, ſecing I haue ſhowen you by the word of God, that 
ſuch Generall and Supreame Vicarſhip., is contrary to the 
expreſs teaching of the word of God in holyScripture,make 
conſcience henceforth, to hearken to the word of God,and 
to be guided by it in your faith , that ſo, obeying 
the Truth, you may be ſaved with the 
children of Truth, 
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